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Contacts:
If you have items to contribute to our 
coffee morning, cakes, bric a brac, 
books, good quality clothing, shoes, 
toys etc please ring:- 01270876340;  

 01270 875260; 01270 662458  

Email:alsager.animals@gmail.com

e have received the most Wwonderful van load of food 
and treats for the cats and dogs, 
from TJX Europe, based in 
Chesterton. This was following a 
collection from everyone at TJX 
leading up to Christmas. Sadly, we 
could not collect until the New 
Year, as we were so very busy on 
the run up to Christmas.  Thank 
you to everyone at TJX, your 
efforts are greatly appreciated. a 
big thank you to Sandra and Sarah 
for organising.

Further food donations have been 
collected from County Vets and 
Beechwood in Kidsgrove, Thank 
You staff and clients for your 
generosity.
Thank you, Mrs Fullock, Mrs Dear 
and Kay Colclough, for donations 
received, and donations from 
County Vets also, which included 
“mouse money” catnip mice very 
kindly made for us by dear friend 
Christine Fitch.
Donations have also been received 
from the family of the late Ray 

Harding, and the late Jean Hall. 
Our most grateful thanks to family 
and friends.
For many years, staff and 
customers of BRYAN’S shop in 
Congleton have supported us, 
raising many hundreds of pounds.  
It is with great sadness to report 
the death of the proprietor.  His 
shop was unique and stood the 
test of time, with loyal colleagues 
and customers alike.  We send our 
condolences to all connected with 
Bryan, our thoughts are with you 
all.

I was to hear at the last coffee 
morning of the recent death of 
another of our loyal supporters, 
Linda Barnett, of Alsager.  Linda 
played her part over the years, 
rescuing and caring for many stray 
cats which passed her way.  She 
will be sadly missed, and our 
deepest condolences are sent to 
the family and friends.
                                      Hilary 

(Crewe area)
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Dog News
 sad case for us at the Abeginning of a New Year, 

when we were asked to take 
in 2 elderly Shih-Tzus, Alfie 
and Ruby, following the death 
of their owners in Alsager.  
Following an appeal for a 
foster home, the dogs 
groomer offered to take them, 
the dogs knew her, and 
following a home visit we 
knew that the 2 dogs were 
very lucky……but had many 
problems.
As the days unfolded, it 
became apparent that both 
dogs were in a sad way, and a 
visit to the vet confirmed our 
suspicions.  On the vet’s 
advice RUBY and ALFIE 
were PTS, quietly and with 
dignity, to be joined in spirit 
with their owners.  Run free 
now little ones, your physical 
pain gone, and your grief for 
your owners over.  We should 
thank Jacky for loving the 2 
little dogs in their hour of 
need, it was not easy.

New dog - but not for long - 
was SHANKLY, a tan, 
described as Norfolk cross 
Norwich terrier, came to us 

following the death of his lady 
owner, to whom he was 
devoted. SHANKLY was one 
of those dogs in a million, with 
no problems, no hang-up’s, as 
straight forward as they come, 
and quickly found a home.
When we were asked to help 
JAKE, a retriever cross collie, 
age 5 years, owing to his 
owner's ill health, being 
unable to exercise him any 
longer, which he realised was 
unfair to the dog, we were 
happy to help.   JAKE is quite 
a nervous dog, but very 
affectionate, and has gone to 
short term fosterer CYNTHIA.  
He is settling in very well with 
CYNTHIA and our main aim 
is to get some weight off him 
prior to neutering.

Good news for BUZZ, the 
Staffy we have had since 
March, as his owner is now 
able to see him on a regular 
basis, it will not be long before 
he leaves us.

However, ………. COCO 
BEAR still awaits that very 
special person in a very 
special home.



For more details of our dogs / 
cats available please ring 
Hilary on 01270 875260 or Lisa 
on 07970 194929, 
and remember HOPE 
……….FREEDOM……..and 
PATIENCE as we progress 
through 2020. 
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Coco

Quick update on our feral kittens: 
ackie has Sid and Nancy 2 beautiful kittens who are doing so well in her Jhome. Sid apparently can be picked up but Nancy is more reluctant, but 

then not all cats like to be picked up, some are cuddle cats like my Sophie 
who is trying to sit on my knee whilst I write this, others like my Lottie does 
everything on her terms and I might, if I am lucky, get a cuddle when sat at 
the top of the stairs! I have three of the kittens: Sweet Pea, Jasmine and 
Daisy: They are happy for me to stroke them and amazed me today when I 
took Sweet Pea and Jasmine to be spayed. It was the first time I had 
actually picked them up! Jasmine was fine no hissing, spitting or 
scratching. Sweet Pea was more apprehensive but again behaved well. At 
the vet’s they were picked up and weighed without any problems! (no 
gloves) What a difference 4 weeks has made to these delightful little 
kittens, I am just amazed. Hilary told me when I collected them that the 
very act of our picking them up meant they thought we wanted to kill them 
and thick leather gardening gloves were a must! This really pulled at my 
heart strings and I was determined to make a better life for them, so much 
so that when it was obvious I was getting somewhere with Sweet Pea and 
Jasmine there was nothing for it but to go and get Daisy!! Our conservatory 
is full of cat things but a small price to pay. Our own cats especially the 
younger ones enjoy their company and baby sitting them! . ...Pauline

Daisy Sweet Pea 
and Jasmine



TESS

GRACE’s SPACE ....                                         

YOU’VE BEEN WITH ANOTHER DOG!

When I arrive home to be met by Grace, she gives me an 
ecstatic greeting before sniffing as much of me that she can 
reach. She knows when I have been with another dog, or 
dogs, whilst leaving her at home.

With their keen sense of smell, dogs can pick up on us the 
odour of other dogs and animals – including humans.  If you 
think that your dog, when sniffing you, is jealous, angry, sad, or 

trying to make you feel guilty, then you are wrong because such emotions are 
pure projection on your part. This is called “anthropomorphism” – attributing 
human characteristics to a non-human species.

Dogs go through life nose first. Their sense of smell is almost incomprehensibly 
acute when compared with that of humans.  Dogs can pick up odours at around 
one part per trillion, which for humans would be the equivalent of smelling a 
teaspoon of sugar in two combined Olympic-sized swimming pools filled with 
chemical-free water.

Whenever we come into contact with an animal, we walk away with some of that 
animal’s odour-producing fur, skin cells, and/or saliva on us. When we arrive 
home, our dog can tell we have been around dogs (or “non-dogs”) and will also 
pick up details about the other dogs, including their sex, age, diet, and health 
status. No matter how brief your encounter with another dog, your dog will have a 
general idea of what you have been up to.

Not allowing your dog to sniff is cruel. Let her sniff because it is one of a dog’s 
most vital connections to the world. Depriving her from sniffing can cause acute 
stress resulting in sensory deprivation because it robs her of information that she 
needs in order to figure out her world. Grace is an ardent sniffer and I let her do 
so – if safe – whenever she likes. Those of you who come to our Coffee Mornings 
will see her doing her Dyson/Hoover behaviour – “I sniff it out, if I can reach it, it’s 
mine!”  Watch those bags on the floor! If dog sniffing means a shorter walk, so be 
it, because your dog will have used more energy sniffing and making mental 
images from her “p-mail” than if she had been dragged/jogged along just because 
“we have to cover the miles”. Let your dog be a dog.               

inda  ....... 

Dog Behaviourist and Trainer (Accredited)
Holistic Dog Counsellor (Accredited)    
Pet Bereavement Counsellor (Accredited)              8th February 2020 
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e have had a busy time Wrehoming, now DAISY, 
AAYNA, ASHAY & EMMY have 
now gone to loving homes, and 
MAGGIE to a long term foster 
home in sanctuary (Thank you 
Shirley).
TEE’S Kittens have all gone, 
accept OSCAR, a grey tabby, who 
at his last examination was found 
to have a slight heart murmur, 
sometimes very often found in 
young kittens as the heart 
develops.  We will wait to see what 
his next examination reveals and 
hope that all is well.
POGO, the bouncy, beautiful 
tabby, aptly named, is still with us, 
as she awaits neutering.  She 
would best suit a home with 
experience of lively kittens. not for 
young children, with her 
exuberance and love of playing a 
little “rough “ (a legacy from her 
former home).  It is not advisable 
to play with hands with young 
kittens, those gentle paws and 
nibbles tend to get rather sharp as 
they grow, and as the playing 
intensifies.  Better to stick to toys, 
especially rod toys and catnip mice 
are best!
GRACE, the sleek black female 
kitten, so affectionate and loving is 
not up to weight to be neutered, so 
I shall enjoy her company a little 
longer………or maybe forever?

The family of 5 feral kittens are 
doing well, but hard work! 

Pauline took on the 5th kitten, 
so she now has 3, all to be 
spayed this week.  Such pretty 
Tabby / Tortie kittens, all very 
different in temperament.  Poor 
MAMMA MIA, their mother, a 
lovely tabby, despite every 
effort to socialise her remains a 
feral, as once spayed, has a 
home waiting for her at a 
stables.
Following an appeal for 
BETTY, the older diabetic 
black cat, we may have a 
foster home for her, where she 
will live out her days in peace 
instead of going from pillar to 
post.  She is a very 
affectionate cat who makes 
little demands.
New arrival SPARTACUS a 
beautiful black male, found at 
the spar shop on Crewe Rd - 
hence the name - has turned 
out to be a very affectionate 
cat, and strange that no one 
has claimed him.
FREEDOM
FREEDOM……. The right to 
go where you like, when you 
like, and so it was with 
SPLODGE, a few years ago, 
when, as a street cat, fed by 
neighbours in the Meads road 
area of Alsager, he came to us 

Cat News  
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to be neutered and returned.  
Still fed and known by many, 
SPLODGE lived his life, year 
in, year out, until this year, on 
January 18th, we were asked 
to take him in and try to 
rehome him - feelings were 
that he disliked the wet, the 
wind, and the cold.  How wrong 
can we be in trying to read a 
street cats life?  When he first 
came in, he hid in his blanket, 
after following an episode of 
cystitis out on the streets, 
which we treated, he started to 
wet on his blankets.
Back to the vets for an 
examination and a urine 
sample, to rule out any 
problems, all proved negative.  
The second week with us he 
started to get nasty, first 
spitting, then lashing out - 
obviously not a happy Bunny!  
On the vets advice, and what 
we knew in our hearts, was 
that SPLODGE did not enjoy 
being confined, but desperately 
craved his freedom, with the 
sunshine in the summer, cool 
winds in the autumn, icy blasts 
in the winter, and the 
gentleness of spring, promising 
another year.  We approached 
Sarah, who had fed him and 
asked if he could come back.  
Of course she said yes and 

with some trepidation, on 
Sunday 2nd February, a very 
angry SPLODGE was caught 
in a blanket, bundled into a cat 
carrier, and taken back to 
Meads Rd.

The sun was shining, it was 
like a spring day, and we 
continued to tell SPLODGE on 
the journey back to Meads Rd, 
where we were taking him.
Sarah welcomed us into her 
home, and we took 
 into the kitchen, where he 
could see the cat flap.  With 
bated breath we opened the 
door of the carrier to set him 
free again …….
Would he do the wall of death? 
or do a runner? 
To our utter amazement and 
delight! he did neither …...he 
came back! we left him eating 
a bowl of food confident e had 
done the right thing.  
SPLODGE is back!! He 
reverted back to his 
affectionate self with Sarah and 
was loving all the cuddles and 
attention.  With our support, 
when needed, we hope that 
SPLODGE will continue to 
love and live the life he knows.  
we love happy endings!!
HOPE
HOPE is never accepting 
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defeat really isn't it?
When a beautiful long haired 
female cat named Buttons was 
re homed from Meir, Stoke on 
Trent, to Alsager  and 
subsequently on being let out 
then disappeared, her original 
owner never gave up hope of 
finding her again.  This was in 
November 2019.  Despite 
posters on Facebook appeals 
she remained missing.
Until one day in late January, 
we received a message with a 
picture of a black and white 
long haired cat, rather 
bedraggled, but no - could it be 
……? The markings looked 
incredibly like BUTTONS.  This 
cat was living rough on the 
building site to the rear of close 
Lane.  She was feeding off 
scraps thrown into the skip, 
and finding shelter wherever 
she could, on a building site.  
With permission, we took the 
cat trap, as she had grown to 
be shy, retreating when 
attempting to coax her out, and 
a carrier just in case.
We always feel it is just as 
important for a cat to know its 
name, as a dog does, so 
walking through the mud to 
where we were told she had 
been seen, we started to call 
her name 

…BUTTONS….BUTTONS...

Almost immediately, a black 
and white face peeped out and 
as we slowly advanced taking 
all the time to reassure and 
most important ……ripping 
open a packet of cat food for 
her to smell - a black and white 
long-haired cat appeared. YES 
– it was BUTTONS!  she 
ravenously ate the food, so it 
was easy to put her in the 
carrier, to be taken to the vets 
to be examined and deflead.  
What a sorry state she was in.  
Her beautiful fur dirty and 
bedraggled and in some places 
in tight knots as big as a ping 
pong balls.  We have fosterer 
ALISON to thank, for taking 
her in and following a visit to 
the vets to be defuzzed, is 
looking more like BUTTONS 
the original.  She has been 
signed over to us to be 
rehomed, and a loving home 
awaits.
So ………... HOPE……... 
never give up hope when your 
feline friend goes missing, cats 
are very clever, resilient little 
creatures who are excellent at 
surviving.
We love happy endings!
                            Hilary
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Diary Dates
Coffee Mornings:

Coffee Mornings:

2020

8th February 2020
14th March 2020
11th April 2020
9th May 2020

Also, PLEASE REMEMBER, that any donations 
can now be Gift Aided – forms can be picked up 
at County Vets, Coffee Mornings, or ring 01270 
875260.
We are now getting a steady flow of Pledges of 
Loyalty, through Standing Orders, again, forms 
can be picked up at County Vets, Coffee 
Mornings, or ring 01270 875260.   
Many thanks for your support.

                               Hilary

Alsager Civic Centre, 9.30 - 11.30
8th February 2020.
Alsager Civic Centre, 9.30 - 11.30
14th March2020.

f you have an email address and Icurrently receive a copy of the 
Pawprint in the post perhaps you 
would be happy to help us cut costs 
and receive it electronically, if so 
please email us at 
alsager.animals@gmail.com 

e cannot stress enough that we need more Committee Members,w
we want to avoid a crisis situation so please come and join us. If you are 

interested we have a committee meeting on Monday 
24th February 2020 so have 

a word with one of the committee.
If you are interested in any of our cats and/or dogs, please 

ring 01270875260.                 

We have been asked about our Auctions...
The auctions have not been as lucrative of late, we have to pay for 
the Civic centre hire and for the effort that the faithful few put in it is 
felt that for the time being we won’t have one. If anyone has any 
practical fundraising ideas and willing to help put them into 
practice we would be very grateful to hear from you.
We will be having a bumper Easter Raffle which Jean Colesby is 
kindly organising, so watch this space for details next month.
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